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I (Check One) 

On February 11, 1854, t h e  Texas S t a t e  Leg i s l a tu re  appropriated $17,000 
f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  and furn ish ing  d f  a s u i t a b l e  res idence  f o r  i t s  ch ie f  
executive.  E l i s h a  M. Pease, then Governor, s e l e c t e d  t h e  s i t e - - an  e n t i r e  
c i t y  block on a knol l  t o  t h e  southwest o f  t h e  S t a t e  Capi to l  grounds i n  
Austin. A commission composed o f  Pease and two o t h e r  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  
s e l e c t e d  Richard Payne, an Austin con t rac to r ,  t o  draw t h e  p lans .  Bids 
were then taken,  and Abner Cook, another  master-bui lder ,  was awarded t h e  
con t rac t .  The o r i g i n a l  p lans  have apparent ly  not  survived,  and it i s  
unknown t o  what ex ten t  they  were followed. A s  b u i l t ,  t h e  mansion 
incorpora tes  many design f e a t u r e s  known from o t h e r  Austin bu i ld ings  t o  be 
s t y l i s t i c a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Cook's work, and h i s  i s  t h e  name gene ra l ly  
a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  Governor's Mansion. Born i n  North Carol ina  i n  1819, 
Cook came t o  Texas i n  1839, s e t t l i n g  i n  Austin i n  t h e  f a l l  of  t h a t  year .  
By 1890 he  was owner o f  a sawmill i n  Bashop, and i n  t h a t  year  cons t ruc ted  
a church f o r  t h e  Presbyter ians  i n  Austin. He remained i n  Austin u n t i l  
h i s  dea th  i n  1889, and during t h i s  t ime was respons ib le  f o r  many i f  no t  
t h e  majori ty,  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  most important bui ld ings .  O f  his surv iv ing  
works, The Governor's Mansion is perhaps t h e  most impressive and most 
r ep resen ta t ive  o f  h i s  s t y l e .  

Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair  Deteriorated 0 Ruins a Unexposed 
CONDITION 

The bui ld ing  was completed i n  1856, and Governor Pease moved i n  on June 15 
o f  t h a t  year .  I t  has been con t inua l ly  occupied by t h e  success ive  Governors 
o f  Texas and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from t h a t  t ime on. 

Altered 

-- 
(Check One) 

Unaltered 

'he dominant e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  mansion i s  t h e  monumental hexas ty le  
f on ic  po r t i co .  F lu ted  columns support  a f u l l ,  proper  Ion ic  en tab la tu re .  
The a r c h i t e c t u r e  has a p a n e l e d s o f f i t .  The absence o f  a pediment f o r  t h e  
p o r t i c o  is  s a i d  t o  be a reg ional  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  and i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  Cook's work. The e n t a b l a t u r e  conceals a low-pitched metal roof.  

(Check One) 

a Moved Q Original Site 

The f u l l  width second s t o r y  g a l l e r y  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o  has a gracefu l  and de l -  
i c a t e  wood ba lus t r ade  made up o f  s l ende r  bundled s l a t s  forming an open 
diamond p a t t e r n .  This ,  too,  is  a f e a t u r e  found o f t e n  i n  bu i ld ings  by Cook. 
The f i r s t  f l o o r  ba lus t r ade  and s t a i r  r a i l i n g s  a r e  a harmonizing modern 
addi t ion .  

I E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G l N A L  ( i f   PHYSI PHYSICAL APPEA.RANCE 

Yet another  t y p i c a l  d e t a i l  o f  Abner Cookf s Greek r ev iva l  bu i ld ings  is seen 
i n  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  and transom o f  t h e  f r o n t  door. Here an unusual ly t a l l  
transom is  i n t e r s e c t e d  by t h e  p i l a s t e r s  o f  t he  door jambs, and i s  capped by 
a high en tab la tu re .  The second s t o r y  door is  much simpler ,  cons i s t ing  only 
o f  t h e  door and transom recessed i n  an unframed opening. The second s t o r y  
windows opening onto t h e  g a l l e r y  have s i x  over  n ine  sash  and a r e  f l o o r  
length .  F i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  windows a r e  s i x  over  twelve sash .  

The f u l l  en tab la tu re  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o  extends a l l  around t h e  bui ld ing ,  and 
has been copied i n  t h e  l a t e r  new add i t ions .  S ide  e l eva t ions  a r e  simple 
and unadorned except f o r  t h e  en tab la tu re .  
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T A T  E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Texas Governor's Mansion i s  an excel lent  example of Greek Revival 
archi tec ture .  Begun i n  1854 and completed i n  1856, it has served 
continuously a s t h e  bme of the chief  executives o f  t h e  State  of  Texas 
s ince  t h a t  time. Of Governor's Mansions b u i l t  as  such and s t i l l  i n  use, 
only t h r e e  a r e  o lder .  Those i n  Virginia, Mississippi ,  and I l l i n o i s .  Of 
t h e  four,  t h e  Texas mansion has bes t  preserved i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance 
and i n t e g r i t y .  Predating t h e  neighboring Capitol by approximately 30 
years, it has been thereby tnt2:mately associated with t h e  h i s to ry ,  
development, and p o l i t i c s  of Texas f o r  more than a century. Among t h e  
notable f igures  who have occupied t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  E l i sha  M. Pease,, 
t h e  f i r s t  occupant; Sam Houston; and James Stephen Hogg; each o f  whom 
served terms as  chief  executives. In a l l ,  38 Texas Governors and t h e i r  
famil ies  have c a l l e d  the  mansion ffhomeff during t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  tenure. 

The bui ld ing was constructed by Abner Cook, perhaps t h e  most noted mid- 
19th century master-builder '  of  cen t ra l  Texas, and stands as  one of the  
most representa t ive  of  - h i s  works. I t  a l so  stands- an eloquent witness t o  
the '  aspi ra t ions ,  t a s t e ,  and accomplishments of Texans, who had seen t h e i r  
land achieve statehood only 11 years p r i o r  t o  t h e  passage of  t h e  b i l l  
providing f o r  i t s  construction.  

The Governor's Mansion was t h e  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  t o  be designated a Texas 
h i s t o r i c  landmark, recorded i n  1962. O f f i c i a l  dedicat ion ceremonies were 
held December 7, 1969. The mansion was entered on t h e  National Register  
of  H i s t o r i c  Places on August 25, 1970. 
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A t  s eve ra l  per iods  r e a r  add i t ions  have been made t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Consist ing 
today o f  family d in ing  room, s e r v i c e  rooms, porch, and porte-cochere, 
t h e s e  add i t ions  have c o n s i s t e n t l y  respec ted  and a r e  subordina te  t o ,  t h e  o r i g i n a  
bui ld ing .  They, as  i s  t h e  main s t r u c t u r e ,  a r e  o f  b r i ck ,  pa in ted  white.  

INYENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

The Govern0 r s Mans ion  (Continuation Sheet) 

The p lan  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  o f  t h e  Governor's Mansion i s  t h a t  of a 
t y p i c a l  c e n t e r  h a l l  with two rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The two rooms t o  t h e  
no r th  a c t  as  double p a r l o r s ,  being divided by a screen  wall  wi th  a framed 
opening 12 f e e t  wide. To t h e  south o f  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l ,  t h e  f r o n t  room is 
designated t h e  l i v i n g  room, with t h e  s t a t e  d in ing  room t o  t h e  r e a r .  The 
second f l o o r  e s s e n t i a l l y  r epea t s  t h e  p lan  o f  t h e  f i rs t ,  with f o u r  l a r g e  
bedrooms separa ted  by t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  Or ig ina l ly ,  t h e r e  was a sepa ra t e  
k i tchen  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  proper ty .  Behind t h e  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  a r e  two 
add i t ions .  The sma l l e r  wing, d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  s t a t e  d in ing  room, se rves  
as  t h e  family d in ing  room, while  t h e  l a r g e r - w e s t  wing conta ins  t h e  k i tchen  and 
o t h e r  s e r v i c e  a reas .  On t h e  second f l o o r  t h e s e  add i t ions  house t h e  family 
l i v i n g  qua r t e r s .  Together t h e  two wings form an e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  house, and a r e  connected by a porch on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and by a 
s l eep ing  porch above. 

Perhaps t h e  most impressive i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  is t h e  s tairway,  which begins 
i t s  ascent  on t h e  no r th  long wal l ,  curves g race fu l ly  as  it nea r s  t h e  r e a r  
wal l ,  and reaches t h e  second f l o o r  on t h e  south  wal l .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  s t a i r  

h a s  34 r i s e r s .  Balus ters ,  two t o  a t r e a d ,  a r e  r a t h e r  simple i n  p r o f i l e .  
The handra i l  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  curve o f  t h e  s t a i r  i n  a s i n g l e  sweep. 

(Number all entriee) 
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Travis  
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I n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  bold ly  sca led ,  and most e f f e c t i v e ,  s e rv ing  a s  a q u i e t  back 
drop f o r  t h e  furn ish ings .  Door frames t a p e r  t o  dog-eared f l a t  l i n t e l s .  
Or ig ina l  mantels a r e  equal ly  simple. Those i n  t h e  s t a t e  d in ing  room and 
t h e  l i v i n g  room show pa i r ed  un f lu t ed  p i l l a r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  
opening, support ing an unadorned f r i e z e  below a s o l i d ,  p l a i n ,  mantel s h e l f .  
A l l  of  t h e s e  have had m i ~ ~ o r e d  overmantels added around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
century.  The mantels i n  t h e  double p a r l o r s  a r e  complete replacements,  and 
have b u i l t  i n  framed m i ~ ~ o r s  on t h e  chimney b r e a s t s  above. 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

The grounds o f  t h e  Governor's Mansion s t i l l  occupy t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  block 
s e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  1850's .  A s epa ra t e  ca r r i age  house now a garage, with a 
mansard roof ,  occupies t h e  extreme northwestern corner  o f  t h e  block. During 
t h e  recent  term o f  Governor John Conally, t h e  grounds were relandscaped, 
with wa l l s ,  t e r r a c i n g ,  and gardens added. More r ecen t ly ,  t h e  block between 
t h e  mansion and Congress Avenue, Aust in ' s  "Main St ree t , ' !  has  been c leared  and 
landscaped, a f ford ing  a v i s t a  t h a t  makes t h e  house more than  ever  a prominent 
landmark of t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  

D A T E  
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